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The second trend included 'realistic' pictures like 'Call ceemalu' (1978), 'Marpu1, Tirpu',
'Ma bhumi' (1979), 'Rangula kala' (1984), 'Kallu' (1988), 'Dasi' (1989) and 'Bhadram koduko'.
Most of these were'essentially low-budget films produced without star-cast. They were also
films with purposeful themes.
The third and the largest group comprises mostly 'revenge and protest' films with over
violence as the dominant factor.
Neti Bharatam1 (1983), 'Pratighatana' (1985), 'Siva' (1989), 'Ankusam', etc. were however
commercially successful.
Romances like 'Prema', 'Abhinandana1, 'Pelli Pustakam', and humourous farces like 'Srivariki
Premalekha' (1984), 'Aha, Na Pellanta'(1987), and 'Chitram Bhaiare Vichitram1 (1991) mark the
last one decade as entertainers.
Barring a few directors like Bapu, Viswanath and Singitam Srinivasa Rao, most of the
others either came to depend on spectacle or on excessive violence and sex for success of
their films. Stories for films are being written keeping In view the successful actors and popular
gimmicks. Among those, who experimented boldly with themes, narration and presentation
technics, mention must be made of Singitam SrlnJvasa Rao ('Pushpaka Vimanam' 1987),
B.Narsinga Rao ('Rangula Kala' 1984, 'Dasi') and Kutumba Rao ('Bhadram Koduko').
When compared to the earlier films, the films commencing from the late 70s, are leaning
towards excess of violence, fights, sex, break-dances, etc. for their success, at the cost of
sane, aesthetic experience. Technically, however, they have achieved an excellence that can
be favourably compared to those produced elsewhere.
There are at least three generations of heroes still active in the field. While A.Nageswara
Rao and N.T.Rama Rao, of the first generation, Sobhana Babu, Krishna, Chlranjeevl, Krlahnam
Raju, Chandra Mohan and Kamal Hasan of the second generation still continue to don lead
roles, heroes like Balakrishna,Suman,Naresh,Rajendra Prasad, Rajasekhar and more recently
Nagarjuna, Venkatesh, Ramesh, Suresh and Jagapatl Babu have also come to prominence.
Kanta Rao, Balaiah and some others who appeared in 'hero' roles in yester years have
emerged as successful character actors. Gurnmadi Venkateswara Rao, Rao Gopala Rao,
C.Nagabhushanam, Rajanala, P.L Narayana, Gollapudl Marutl Rao, Dasari Narayana Rao and
many others have excelled as character actors.
Among the actresses, who became famous as the leading women of the screen during the
fifties and sixties for their scintillating performances, Bhanumathi, Anjail, GAteralakshml, S.Vara
Lakshmi, Savitri, Jamuna and Janaki are the most prominent. Uter came, Sarada, Vantert,
Kanchana, Lakshmi, Vljaya Nlrmala, Krishna Kumarl, B.Saroja Devi, Devika and Jayalaltta who
established themselves as fine performers. Sarada gave memorable performances In a variety
of characters and had the distinction of receiving national award of 'UrvasP twice In succession.